
President’s Message, September 7, 2017

Dear Civil War History Buffs,

All of the feedback reaching my ears regarding the July 12 “Fort Sumter” presentation by Dr. Kyle Sinisi has
been very positive.  Going in I was somewhat skeptical, what is there to know about Fort Sumter?  Boy was I
wrong!  In both substance and style, Dr. Sinisi gets an A+.
     Our Upcoming program on September 27, 6:45 in Pinckney Hall at Sun City, promises to be another excellent
presentation.  The program will be “Battle of Chickamauga” presented by Jack Rabbitt.  Those of you attended
Jack’s presentation in July 2016 know that we are in for a treat.
     We are indebted to John Kemp and his Program Committee for continuing to arrange informative and
enjoyable programs.
     I have received numerous emails regarding the removal/destruction of Confederate monuments that has been
so prominently in the news as of late.  In the Program Committee meeting on September 6, it was suggested that
our club become proactive in opposing this trend with regard to Confederate monuments.  No action was taken,
but I expect the issue to come up again in the Executive Committee meeting scheduled for September 28.  Feel
free to send me an email (georgeloud1@gmail.com) if you want to have your views considered.  The remarks
which follow are strictly my thoughts on the issue, NOT an “official”  position of the LCWRT.
     You may recall  my June ’17 message in the  Minie Ball Gazette  related a conversation with one of my
daughter’s friends in Old Town Alexandria initiated when, upon seeing a Confederate flag, the young lady asked
me if Virginia had seceded from the union.  As my daughter will attest, I have reached this point in life without
ever giving a short answer.  I related to the young lady how Virginia invited representatives of all states to a
peace  conference  in  D.C.  February  1861,  how Lincoln  met  with  Virginia  representatives  to  its  Secession
Conference in Richmond in the hope of preventing secession of the most populous southern state, and how
Virginia seceded only after initiation of hostilities, after Lincoln had requested Virginia to supply its quota of
troops to quell the insurrection, and after a statewide referendum.  Had that Confederate flag not been flying in
Alexandria, the question would not have been asked and the young lady would have learned nothing.  I suspect
that the aforementioned flag has since been removed.
     I believe that we make a mistake if we judge people of the Civil War Era by today’s standards.  What
governmental leader of the Civil War era supported the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, presented two colonization
plans for removal of former slaves from U.S. soil, and advocated “a separation of the races … to keep them apart
where they are not already together”?  If you guessed Abraham Lincoln, you are correct.  As late as his last
speech in 1865 Lincoln advocated giving the vote to blacks who served in the Union army and only a select
group of “very intelligent” blacks.  Is Lincoln to be considered a racist by today’s standards?  Should statues of
Lincoln be removed from public places? [Source:  Lincoln on Race & Slavery, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Editor]
The University of Texas recently removed statues of Robert E. Lee and other prominent Confederate figures
from the main area of the Austin campus because, in the words of the President of the University, the monuments
had become “symbols of modern white supremacy and Neo-Nazism.”  If true, it’s a d___ shame.
     My wife and I leave later today for Ireland (nothing like waiting until the last minute), and we can only hope
that Irma leaves us a house to which to come home.  Stay safe so that we can all get together at Pinckney Hall
September 27.  



Regards,
President, George Loud

The 2017 Program Season

The LCWRT will begin meeting in the Pinckney Hall Social Building in Sun City as of our September
27, 2017 meeting! We will no longer meet at the Bluffton High School auditorium.  This move will
allow members  that  no longer  like to drive at  night  to  attend and rejoin our  wonderful  club.  The
features at Pickney Hall are top-notch and will soon have facilities for the hearing impared. YOU can
drive your golf cart to our meetings! Please ask your friends and neighbors to accompany you to our
first meeting on Sept. 27 and they will see for themselves the quality of our Civil War speakers.  Please
note, if you do not live in Sun City, you may enter through the Main Gate on Highway 278. Just tell the
security guard you are a attending a Low Country Civil War Round Table meeting at Pickney Hall.

* * *

Jack Rabbitt Speaking on Chickamauga

September 27, 2017 - Pinckney Hall

Jack Rabbitt will speak on “Chickamauga – Bushwhacking and Chaos On a Grand Scale.” Rabbit, is
from Hicksville, Long Island, NY and graduated from Fordham University with a BA in Economics.
He is a U.S. Army veteran and served in Seoul, Korea as a chaplain's assistant. After a 20-year banking
career he worked as a financial advisor and then in the restaurant industry marketing and development
for  McDonald's franchisee in Queens, NY. His fascination with the Civil War began when he was ten-
years-old.  He started the Family Promise ministry (working with homeless families and as a hobby, he
has read hundreds of books and articles and done extensive research on certain aspects of the war. For
eight years he has been a volunteer instructor for Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at USCB teaching
ten courses (six on the Civil War; one on the castle of Western Europe, two on business and economics,
one on religion, based on a  More Like Christ he published in 2012.)  He served four years on the
Curriculum committee and three years on the Development committee for the new OLLI building. He
started the Family Promise ministry at St. Gregory the Great parish in 2013. 
     Jack works as the Course Ranger at Hidden Cypress Golf Cub two days a week. At age 13 working
at  a  private  golf  club on Long Island,   and paid close attention to  the lessons being given to  the
members, then he would practice by hitting balls on the range. He'd play a few holes before riding his
bike home. By age 18 he had a four handicap!  
Come and enjoy Jack Rabbitt a  Sun City hero!

* * *

The Battle of Chickamauga

Pitting Confederate Gen. Braxton Bragg against Union Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans

The  word Chickamauga  is  probably  a  Shawnee  word and  came  from the  late  eighteenth-century.
Chickamauga does not mean “river of death” or “river of blood” referring to the Tennessee River
(Great River). There are several other places in the Southeast that have similar names: the village of
Chicamacmico in Rodant he, N.C., and the Outer Banks near Cape Hatteras near the Chicamacomico



River near Dorchester, Md. Initially, Native Americans inhabited these areas. They spoke Algonquin
languages like the Shawnee did. The word meant “dwelling place by the big water.”

The Union and Confederate armies began arriving in the Chickamauga area in late June 1863. Maj.
Gen. William Rosecrans left the successful Tullahoma, Tennessee Campaign with his Union troops
(Army  of  the  Cumberland),  aiming  to  force  Gen.  Braxton  Bragg’s  Confederate  army  (Army  of
Tennessee)  out of Confederate-held Chattanooga into Georgia. Bragg followed Rosecrans’ army out of
town north and his cavalry and infantry skirmished with Union mounted infantry, armed with state-of-
the-art Spencer repeating rifles.
   The first day of fighting the Confederates attempted to seize crossing points on Chickamauga Creek.
Union  cavalrymen  delayed  the  Confederates  at  Reed’s  Bridge,  but,  eventually,  the  Confederates
captured  the  span  and  advanced  southwestward  toward  Lee  and  Gordon’s  Mill.  Mounted  Union
infantrymen  at  Alexander’s  Bridge  fought  all  day  before  being  forced  back.   On  September  18,
Southerners crossed the Chickamauga, but delays prevented them from reaching the left flank of the
main Union force.
   That  afternoon,  eight  new brigades  from the  Army of  Northern Virginia  under  Lt.  Gen.  James
Longstreet  exploited  the  gap  in  the  Federal  line,  driving  one-third  of  Rosecrans’ army,  including
Rosecrans from the field. 
   Day two, the Confederates assaulted Lytle Hill and drove the Federals from their lines. In the process
Federal Brigadier Gen. William Haines Lytle was mortally wounded. During the battle, there was a
small blood pond contaminated with the bodies and blood of fallen men and horses from which the
troops still drank! Beyond the trees around the pond are the hills of Missionary Ridge*. 
   The Confederates began to drive the Federals northward toward Chattanooga and Snodgrass Hill.
Under Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, they staved off disaster by holding Horseshoe Ridge against
repeated assaults, allowing the Yankees withdraw after nightfall.  Thomas earned the nickname “the
Rock of Chickamauga,” for his bulldog determination not to be driven by Longstreet’s Confederates.
The locals in Walker County, Ga. called this area “Mud Flats.”  By early evening of the second day, the
troops  were  exhausted.  The  19th  Alabama  dislodged  two  Federal  brigades  and  took  hundreds  of
prisoners and in the process moved more than three miles into the rear of the Federal line. At nightfall,
the Federals constructed log breastworks along the LaFayette Road for a new defensive position.

   Longstreet later said, “We must have charged that damn hill 25 times that day.”

    On day three,  Bragg divided his army into two wings — the northern wing under  Lt.  Gen.
Leonidas Polk and the southern wing under Lt. Gen. James Longstreet with additional Confederate
reinforcements. Bragg wanted to attack at dawn on the northern wing and continue southward, driving
the Union away from Chattanooga. Polk and one of his subordinates jumped the gun and began the
attacks several hours late! (Polk twice failed to follow orders issued by Bragg to execute orders to
attack isolated Union Corps, thus infuriating Bragg.) So, Union soldiers bloodily repulsed the rest of
the attacks at the breastworks launched by Polk’s troops.  Rosecrans thought there as a “gap” and
moved his men and ordered another division under Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood northward to fill the
hole. Longstreet saw their mistake and began moving thousands of southerners into the  “real gap” left
by Wood’s movement.
     For pushing the Union army back to Chattanooga rather than leeting them proceed into the heart of
Georgia, the battle was considered a Confederate victory. 
  There were tremendous losses sustained in both armies. On September 18-20, 1863, the Battle of
Chickamauga, the biggest battle ever fought in Georgia with 34,624 casualties. With 51,000 casualties,
the Battle of Gettysburg was deadlier.



*It would be end of the year before the Union army tried again. This time Rosecrans achieved his
objective for the capture of Chattanooga by pulling Union troops from Virginia and Mississippi to
reinforce Rosecrans’  besieged army. Grant chose to relieve Rosecrans of command and replaced him
with Maj. Gen. George Thomas. Rosecrans remained bitter towards Grant of the rest of his life. 
   On November 25, 1863, Union Gen. Ulysses S. Grant breaks the siege of Chattanooga when more
than  50,000  Union  soldiers  stormed  the  Confederate  defenses  along  Missionary  Ridge  east  of
Chattanooga. By the end of the day, the Confederate Army of Tennessee retreated toward Dalton, Ga.
leaving Chattanooga in Union hands. - cwk

* * *

Lt. Col Ralph Peters 

(Fox News' Strategic Analyst)

The  National  Museum  of  the  Mighty  Eighth  Air  Force  and  the  Lowcountry  Civil  War
Roundtable (LCWRT) is excited to announce that on Thursday,  September 28, 2017, at 6
p.m., Lt. Col. Ralph Peters will speak in the Rotunda of the Mighty Eighth Air Force. Beer and
wine bar opens at 6 p.m. - Donation entrance fee: $10. Peters will host a book signing before
and after his presentation. (See below for tickets.)

Fox News' Strategic Analyst Ralph Peters is a retired U.S. Army officer and a former enlisted
man with extensive experience overseas. A strategist and journalist, he is also the bestselling,
prize-winning author of numerous novels and works on national security. This summer, he
concludes his critically acclaimed Civil War series, which began with Cain at Gettysburg, with
the publication of Judgment at Appomattox. Called “the best Civil  War novels ever written,”
the five books of the “ Battle Hymn Cycle” have been widely praised for their accuracy and
authenticity,  winning  the  American  Library  Association's  Boyd  Award  three  times.  Peters
spoke to a sold-out crowd in Sun City last July at Magnolia Hall. Purchase $10 tickets to the
Peters event through CitySpin.com. This event is hosted by the Mighty Eighty Air Force and
the  LCWRT.  -  Caroline  Wallace  Kennedy,  communications  chairman  for  the  LCWRT.
cwkenned@aol.com

* * *

Civil War Monuments

By Matthew Farida
Rufus Barringer Civil War Round Table (RBCWRT) “The Provisional”

Southern Pines, N.C.
(Reprinted with kind permission from Matthew Farida.)

Monuments were not particularly common in the early years after the Civil War. For the first two decades after
the War, feelings were too raw in the North and the South. Many wanted to forget about the War. We should be
able to understand these feelings because, in our lifetime, many did not want to talk about Vietnam for about
twenty years. A few monuments were erected in the North in the early years after the war. The South was
economically devastated, and funds were not directed towards monuments. In one year, 40 percent of the state
budget for Mississippi went to pay for prostheses for amputees. 
     Some of the towns in the North and South make a  claim to the first Memorial Day ceremonies. Some
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occurred  during  the  war,  but  most  appeared  after  the  war  ended.  For  example,  in  April  1866,  women  in
Columbus, Miss. laid flowers on the graves of both the Union and Confederate dead in the city's cemetery. In
May 1868, John Logan, as commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, the Union’s Civil War veterans’
organization, issued a proclamation calling for "Decoration Day" to be observed annually nation-wide. By 1870,
the remains of nearly 300,000 Union dead had been reinterred in 73 national cemeteries, located near major
battlefields and thus mainly in the South. 
     Across the South, associations were founded, many by women, to establish and care for permanent cemeteries
for  the  Confederate  dead,  organize  commemorative  ceremonies,  and  sponsor  appropriate  monuments  as  a
permanent way of remembering their dead. By 1890, there was a shift from the emphasis on honoring soldiers,
to the commemoration of the former Confederate South. 
     The installation of Civil War monuments began to increase dramatically in the 1890s as veterans grew old and
started dying, and veterans worked hard to ensure that their contributions would be remembered. This process
occurred in the North and the South simultaneously. With time, historical interest in the War was rekindled.
Some old battlefields became national military parks (Chickamauga and Antietam in 1890, Shiloh in 1894, and
Gettysburg in 1895.) Many veterans expressed the desire to be buried in the national cemeteries, seeking eternal
rest with comrades rather than family plots. Still, many dead, both northerners and southerners, remained on
distant fields where they fell. 
     I feel that there were two different broad motivations for monuments. The most common were the memorial
to the common soldier, often erected in town parks or cemeteries as a remembrance of the men who came from
that region and fought in the War. These monuments were erected to remember the lost lives and hopes of those
young soldiers. A Confederate mother’s loss of a son was no more or no less than a Federal’s mother’s loss. Both
lost a son and with that, the hopes of the future, not in a political sense, but in the sense of loss of family and
progeny. 
  To deface such a monument then is an act of senseless, disrespectful thuggery. There is no justification…
period.  We as Americans would be incensed if Muslims destroyed crosses in a Christian cemetery because
Europeans fought against Muslims in the Crusades. We would be incensed if Jews desecrated gravestones with
German names inscribed on them because Hitler was a German and was
the leader  of  a  repulsive political  system.  In a  similar  fashion,  the  destruction or  defamation of  Civil  War
monuments on public or private land by individuals who are offended by the political system that existed in our
country’s past is still thuggery. 
     For those who believe that some Civil War monuments should be removed, there are compelling reasons to
protest and make your voices heard and demand their removal. But there is no justification 
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to wantonly destroy them. We as a country have paid and continue to pay a high price for our beliefs in our
judiciary system. That is where this fight belongs. 
     The reality of a Civil War battlefield was such that most bodies were not buried until after the battle. After
three hot summer days in Gettysburg, bodies were in advanced stages of decomposition. Men were often buried
on the field where they fell,  hopefully with a temporary identification marker. Most Confederate dead were
buried in mass graves. If you walk the National Cemetery at Gettysburg, a large number of the Union graves are
marked as “Unknown,” and the Union won the battle. Months and even 
years later,  Confederate graves were moved with the vast majority as unknowns. For northern and southern
mothers, wives, sisters, and daughters, that town park memorial to the Civil War soldier was the grave marker
for their loved ones. But no body lay beneath it. The funding for many of these monuments, in part, was from
those families. 
     The second broad category of monument was usually dedicated to an individual such as Robert E. Lee. The
overt  motivation  of  such  monuments  may  have  been  to  honor  the  individual  for  his  military  prowess  or
leadership, and the remarks at the dedications were often about reconciliation between North and South. The
location of the monument and its symbolism at the time of its dedication occurred at the height of KKK activity
in the North as well as the South. Thus the underlying motivation may have been to glorify the “Lost Cause,”
support white supremacy and intimidate blacks. 
      Yet these were the officers the common Confederate soldier followed. To Southern families, the honor



accorded to their lost men, extended to their leaders, and in turn, to the Confederacy in its “lost cause.” To some
on both sides of this issue, the honor of the dead men became the honor of the political system. Today we are
focused only on the extremes. One group sees only their honored dead; the other sees only the horrific offense of
slavery. Neither side tries to understand the opposite view. Interestingly, Lee and Jackson relatives today agree
with the removal of those monuments, and they have stated that Lee himself would not have supported the Lost
Cause concept. 
     The Silent Sam monument at Chapel Hill commemorates the faculty and students who joined the Confederate
army. It is a monument to the common soldier. Sam is silent because the sculptor did not include a cartridge box
on the soldier’s belt so that he could not fire his musket. I feel certain this was intentional on the part of the
sculptor. Is the silent message of the artist lost to most people? Never again should this country experience such
a civil war; never again should this happen in North Carolina. The same sculptor created a soldiers’ monument
for a northern military unit, the Washington Grays. That
soldier also has no cartridge belt. The silent message is the same. 
     If that message is not clear enough to all, then ponder this fateful twist. The sculptor for Silent Sam was John
Wilson, a faculty member at Harvard for 32 years, who was commissioned by alumni and the United Daughters
of the Confederacy to honor alumni and students who fought for the Confederacy. The sculptor of the Martin
Luther King Jr. bronze bust in the Rotunda of the Capitol in Washington is the black artist, John Wilson. The
sculptures are like opposite bookends on history. Do you think that this is more than coincidence and that there
might be an important lesson for all of us here today? 
     Finally, let me briefly address the issue of Confederate names on buildings, roads, bridges, etc. Like the battle
flag,  I  agree  that  names  should  be  removed  from public  buildings,  schools,  streets,  etc.  because  they are
offensive and have no historical significance in most instances. However, some names should be left untouched
because of their educational value and emotional impact. For example, if we want to purge all reminders of
racism, then Martin Luther King’s Civil Rights March over the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Montgomery, Ala.
(Which still bears the name of the Grand Dragon of the Alabama KKK) becomes the march over the Route 80
Bridge over the Alabama River.
     We cannot change our history. We need to embrace our past with all its imperfections. We need to 
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teach our children the truth about our past imperfections to help them understand who we are and why we are
that way today. I believe our children can handle the truth. If Southerners believe the War was fought to preserve
states’ rights, then they must accept the fact that slavery was the key states’ rights issue. Likewise, Northerners
must accept the fact that the vast majority of Union soldiers in the first two years of the war fought to preserve
the Union, not to abolish slavery. Children need to realize that this War that nearly destroyed our democracy had
multiple  complex  causes  that  involved  political,  sociologic,  economic,  religious  and  moral  differences  of
opinions. Polarization and regional nationalism were so powerful that war was inevitable. 
     To believe that there was a single cause insults their intelligence, and maybe that’s why our children often
show a cynicism for history as it presently is taught. Armed with knowledge, understanding, and communication,
then we and our children can move toward the goal our forefathers sought — a more perfect government and
society. 

WERE LEE and JACKSON TRAITORS? 

A number  of  interviews  of  protesters  (some  students,  some  not  students,  some  leaders,  some
educators) indicated that Lee and Jackson were traitors because they made war against the United
States  and therefore  should  not  have any monuments  to  them in  any location.  By extension,  all
Confederates were therefore traitors. 
     I don’t want to get into the issue of whether secession was possible or not under the Constitution.
Post-war,  the  issue  was  never  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court.  I  know “mock  trials”  have  been
presented to Supreme Court lawyers in recent years, but that’s as useless as “what if” scenarios.
Today we can not mimic the political and emotional attitude of the country of that time after the war
when a Supreme Court decision would have been made. 



     Remember in the 1880s, in an 8:1 decision the Supreme Court ruled that the role of a woman was
primarily the raising of the family. “This is the law of the Devine Creator.” Try to run that by a mock
Supreme Court today! 
     Historians have spoken of the Civil War as unique in that unlike most civil wars; both sides felt they
were  fighting  for  freedom.  The  country  was  still  in  a  transition  in  self-identity  as  a  country  or  a
collection of states. Antebellum writings often defined the country as these united states, while after
the war we became THE United States. Going from the plural to the singular, and capitalizing the “U”
and the “S” reflected a profound change in identity. 
     The day after the firing on Fort Sumter, the United States Secretary of War, Edwin Stanton, directed
that all United States Military Academy cadets must take a "new oath of allegiance." Previously, each
cadet had taken an "oath of allegiance to his respective State." Now, they were required to "swear
fealty to the United States paramount to any other state, county or political entity." Lee’s oath then was
to his state, but he wrestled with his conscious before he reluctantly refused command of Federal
forces and sided with Virginia. 
     Postwar, amnesty was first offered to those who supported the Confederacy but not soldiers. Later
amnesty was  offered  to  soldiers  and  junior  officers.  Amnesty was  then  extended  to  officers  and
political leaders. Another proclamation was issued on 4 July 1868 in which Jefferson Davis, Robert E.
Lee, John C. Breckinridge and a few others were restricted from pardon. A final proclamation was
issued in December 1868 which granted amnesty to everybody who had participated in the rebellion. 
     But first, all had to swear allegiance to the U.S. and the Constitution. Lee’s amnesty oath was
“misplaced” and was discovered in the National Archives in 1970. In 1975, Lee's full rights 
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of citizenship were posthumously restored by a joint congressional resolution effective June 13, 1865. 
     But did the President, during the war, consider Lee and Jackson to be traitors. As is often the case,
Lincoln shows us the way. 
     An editorial by John Forney in the Daily Morning Chronicle (Washington, DC) appeared three days
after Jackson’s death and expressed the views of many in the North. 
     “While we are only too glad to be rid, in any way, of so terrible a foe, our sense of relief is not
unmingled with emotions of sorrow and sympathy at the death of so brave a man.” 
     Forney observed Jackson was not the first instance of a “good man devoting himself to a bad
cause.”  Lincoln  wrote a personal  note to Forney.  “I  wish to lose no time in thanking you for  the
excellent and manly article in the Chronicle on ‘Stonewall Jackson’.” 

* * *

         The 30th Infantry Division “Old Hickory”
MOVIE!

Heroes of Old Hickory - Magnolia Hall, 6 p.m. on Friday, November 17, 2017

Continuing our extra special  year to celebrate the LCWRT moving to Sun City we are pleased to
announce an exceptional event that we will co-host with the Sun City Veterans Association, the Sun
City American Revolution Round Table on Friday, November 17, 2017.

The 30th Infantry Division was “nick-named” after  Andrew Jackson, who was a tough old Indian
fighter and backwoodsman of the Revolutionary War era, and was consequently popularly called "Old
Hickory." Later, his decisive victory as Major General of the U.S. Forces in the Battle of New Orleans
against the British, then, storming Pensacola (Florida), and driving the British permanently out of this
area, gave him great national recognition and popularity.



     Immediately  after  the  purchase  of  Florida  from Spain,  Andrew "Old  Hickory"  Jackson  was
appointed the first Federal Territorial Governor of Florida, then went on to become a U.S. Senator in
1823, and then became the 7th President of the United States, including Florida in 1828, and was re-
elected again in 1832.
     The 30th Division was created on July 18, 1917, and was formally activated into Federal service in
August 1917 at Camp Sevier, South Carolina, and was composed of National Guard units from North
and South Carolina and Tennessee.
     The Division  was named after  the famed and illustrious  soldier  and President,  Andrew "Old
Hickory" Jackson, who was born near the North/South Carolina border and rising to fame in Tennessee,
where he provided some regional flavor to the tightly knit group of soldiers that he led there during the
Indian Wars.

The 30th Infantry Division Veterans of WWII

The 30th Infantry Division was made up of the existing National Guard units from the States of North
and  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Tennessee  at  the  beginning  of  WWII.  During  WWII,  The  30th
Infantry Division served in Europe with distinction, and was designated as the #1 Infantry Division in
the European Theater by Gen. Eisenhower's Chief Historian, Col. S.L.A. Marshall.
     Although the 30th Infantry Division was not involved in the actual invasion of Normandy, the 30th
served valiantly at St. Lô and at Mortain in France; it was the first infantry division to enter Belgium
and The Netherlands. The 30th was also instrumental in breaching the Siegfried Line in October 1944
(Hürtgen Forest  and the Battle of the Bulge),  and the capture of Aachen, Germany,  the first  large
German city to be captured by the Allies in WWII.
     The 30th made a rapid advance around the north side of the Ruhr Industrial Pocket, capturing
Brunswick and finally capturing Magdeburg on the Elbe River on 17 April 1945. 
Here the 30th Infantry Division met the Russians and remained in occupation of Magdeburg throughout
May  when  it  was  turned  over  to  the  Russians  for  their  permanent  occupation,  as  this  was  their
designated occupation territory. This brought the end of the war to the 30th Infantry Division.
     After a brief occupation of an area on the Czech border, the 30th was alerted to return to the United
States for further deployment to the Pacific. However, en route to the U.S.A., the war in the Pacific
came to an end by the dropping of the atomic bomb on Japan.

__________

Heroes of Old Hickory

“Our great American National Guard, our militia’s story told one soldier at a time, from their
generation to all future generations. Amazing! A thrilling story well-told.” — Maj. General Julian Burns,

US Army, Retired

“What the Americans did for us . . . They gave us back our freedom . . . And we must NEVER forget
that!” — Marie T. Lavielle, Les Fleurs de la Memoire, Saint Lô, France

Heroes of Old Hickory is a pre-release version (Director’s Cut) movie that was ten years in the making
produced by Lew V. Adams with music by John McAllister from South Carolina. The movie was just
released in July 2017 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Old Hickory. It includes current aerial and
WWII photography and follows many 30th Infantry / Brigade Combat Team veterans on two trips to
the Normandy Battlefields and Belgium and The Netherlands.



“A little-known story, as veterans of the number-one rated division return to the battle fields of Europe
to meet the people they liberated in 1944. Rare and emotional scenes filmed during the 65th and 70th
Anniversaries, carry you back to those magical moments when Europeans poured into the streets to
welcome the Americans as liberators. At war’s end, this National Guard unit of citizen soldiers was
recommended to receive the highest honor —  the Presidential Unit Citation. Tragically, the men have
been denied this commendation for more than 70 years.” — Lew V. Adams, Producer

See this feature movie before it is released to TV and the general public!

_____

A Very Special Man

by Caroline Wallace Kennedy

For the past six years I have been involved in a labor of love researching the story of my wonderful
stepfather, Willis Earl Bain a farm boy from Fayetteville, Tennessee who was in the 117th Infantry,
Company C of the 30th Infantry Division. He was a hero of Old Hickory for me and his son, my
stepbrother Ron. Willis Earl was involved in D-Day plus four in Normandy. He fought in the terrible
battle of Saint Lô, and the important Battle of Mortain. Defending Hill 314 in Mortain he was captured
on August 7, 1944in Saint Barthélemy. Company C was nearly complete decimated or captured. He
spent almost six months in Stalag III-C 30 miles northeast of Berlin forced into hard labor,  existing on
black bread and polluted water. On New Year’s Eve 1944/45 he escaped from the Stalag with two other
unknown men and traveled south from northern Germany to Naples, Italy in three months. He arrived
back in Boston on April 8, 1945.
     Willis Earl never told us who the two men were that he escaped with and I’ve had a burning desire
to find out. For years I’ve advertised in POW magazines and researched his route. Recently, I joined
the 30th Infantry Division and attended their annual reunion in Raleigh, N.C. in July. I had the pleasure
of meeting nine veterans  (99-years-of-age), and current members of the 30th Armored Brigade Combat
Team  (Mechanized) from North Carolina  was chosen to carry on the lineage of the 30th Infantry
Division. I’m still on the hunt for the names of people that knew Willis Earl or might be able to direct
me to other families who are trying to fill in the gaps of their relatives that traveled through German,
Austria, the lower Alps and along the Adriatic of war-torn Italy in 1944/45. (The 30th Armored Brigade
Combat Team has been in Engagements: Iraq War: Operation Iraqi Freedom Phase II and Operation
Iraqi Freedom Phase VII.)
    My greatest joy will be when I can finally publish the rest of the story.

“We must never forget . . . and make sure that these stories are passed from generation to generation,
so our children never forget what the Americans did for us in WWII.” — Hans Schillings, President of the
Orange Committee, City of Kerkrade, The Netherlands

* * *

2017-2018 Lecture Series for the LCWRT

(Beginning in September, we will meet in Pinckney Hall in Sun City at 6:45 p.m..)



Sept. 27 Jack Rabbitt Battle of Chickamauga

Oct. 25. Dr. Larry Roland, Reconstruction Period in Beaufort
   author & historian

Nov. 29 George Loud Civil War in South Carolina

Dec. No meeting

Jan. 24 Dr. Bud Robertson What Did Not Happen at Appomattox

Feb. 28 Jack Davis A General in Love

Mar. 28 Ed Bearss Hardluck Ironclad

April 25 Jack Waugh, “Lincoln at the War’s End”
   historian & Lincoln biographer

May 23 Eileen Waite The Friendship of Elizabeth Beckley & 
Mary Todd Lincoln

NOTE: There is a $10 Guest/Nonmember fee for any individual lecture. Students and 
teachers free with proper I.D.!

* * *

LOWCOUNTRY CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE, INC.

MEMBERSHIP FORM - 2017/2018

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP PERIOD SEPTEMBER 1, 2017 to AUGUST 31, 2018

Please Print All Information Below

______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________
Last Name First Name Badge Nickname

______________________________________ _____________________________ _________________________
Additional Household Member   Last Name First Name Badge Nickname

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State____________   Zip Code________________

Phone (          ) ____________________    



E-Mail________________________________________________________________________________________

                                        (We will keep this confidential!)

CURRENT MEMBER ________ NEW MEMBER ________

Household:   Annual Membership (to Aug 31, 2018):    $40.00

We always need volunteers to continue making the LCWRT successful. 

 Please check the area(s) for which you are willing to volunteer:

____Program Committee: help select topics & speakers       ___ Assist in Production/Distribution of the Minie Ball Gazette

____Assist on Program Night (Greeter, Collect Tickets or Guest Fees, Tally Program Attendance)

____Historian          ____Maintain Membership Roster         ____Work at Sun City Club Fair       ______ Web Site Maintenance

Mail to or leave in “lower” box:  Joseph Passiment, 26 Schooner Lane, Bluffton, SC 29909-4305 

Make Check Payable to: LCWRT Inc.   Any questions, please call Joseph Passiment at 732-995-2102

* * *

Lowcountry Civil War Round Table Inc.
2017-2018 Executive Committee

Officers

PRESIDENT                      George Loud                                       843-342-6826
                                               5 Camden Lane                                  georgeloud1@gmail.com
                                               Hilton Head Island, SC 29926                                
                                               

VICE PRESIDENT            Richard Thomas             843.422.3842
               1 Sagebush Lane              rethomashhi@hargray.com
               Hilton Head Island, SC 29926

TREASURER                      Charles E. Glassick                          843-707-7890
                                               42 Kings Creek Drive                     864-384-8777 (cell)
                                               Bluffton, SC 29909                          ceglassick@aol.com                        

SECRETARY                      Michael Sweeney                              843-707-7275
                                               318 Shearwater Pointe Drive       msweeney@sc.rr.com
                                               Bluffton, SC 29909

Past President        Robert Waite

MEMBER-AT-LARGE    Tom McNamara                                  843-705-0933
                                               56 Heron Bill Drive                           tommcsr@yahoo.com 

mailto:tommcsr@yahoo.com
mailto:msweeney@sc.rr.com
mailto:ceglassick@aol.com
mailto:rethomashhi@hargray.com
mailto:georgeloud1@gmail.com


                                               Bluffon, SC 29909

Committee Chairpersons

Communications             Caroline Kennedy                                    843-705-5654
                                                 8 Rose Bush Lane                                    cwkenned@aol.com
                                                 Bluffton, SC 29909

                                                  John Foster                                                 843-705-6444
                                                  204 Benjamin Seabrook Court              jfoster20@sc.rr.com
                                                  Bluffton, SC 29909

Hospitality                            OPEN

Membership                       Joe Passiment                                             732-995-2102
                                                 26 Schooner Lane                                      passiment44@twc.com                      
                                                  Bluffton, SC 29909

Programs                              John Kemp                                                 201-845-4178
                                                  319 Shearwater Pointe Drive               Norwich68@gmail.com
                                                  Bluffton, SC 29909

MINIÉ BALL GAZETTE
is published by

The Lowcountry Civil War Round Table, Inc.
located in the greater Hilton Head area of South Carolina.

Founded in 2000 and dedicated to Civil War history,
education and battlefield preservation.

A Not-for-Profit, Charitable Organization As qualified under section 501 (C) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code
NOTE: The website address for the Lowcountry Civil War Round Table (LCWRT) is: www.lcwrt.squarespace.com and it

can be used to get current and historical LCWRT information.
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